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Oxford University Press Inc, United States, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.Winner of the 2012 ARNOVA Outstanding Book in Nonprofit and Voluntary Action Research Award 2013 Charles Tilly Award for Best Book from
the American Sociological Association Section on Collective Behavior and Social Movements Democracy in the Making oDers a marvelous synthesis
of sociological acumen and hope. Kathleen Blee finds that while social activists oEen narrow their visions of doable social change, they also can
learn together and take surprising new directions with unpredictable results. A wide range of activists will recognize themselves in this book s
wonderfully fine-grained portraits of politics at the grassroots. -Paul Lichterman, author of Elusive Togetherness: Church Groups Trying to Bridge
America s Divisions This book is an enormous breath of fresh air in an area that oEen recycles concepts and perspectives. Blee oDers a strikingly
original approach to grassroots activism that will substantially reorient research in collective action and social movements. -Marc W. Steinberg,
Associate Professor of Sociology, Smith College With civic engagement commonly understood to be on the decline and traditional bases of
community and means of engagement increasingly fractured, how do people become involved in collective civic action? How do activist groups
form? What hampers the ability of these groups to invigorate political life, and what enables it? Kathleen Blee s groundbreaking new study provides
a provocative answer: the early times matter. By following grassroots groups from their very beginnings, Blee traces how their sense of possibility
shrinks over time as groups develop a shared sense of who they are that forecloses options that were once open. At the same time, she charts the
turning points at which options re-open and groups become receptive to change and reinvention. Based on observing more...
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