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Excerpt: .pain, and he never recovered the full use of the hand. Thus writing became very laborious
to him, and much of it from that time was done with his left hand. Mr. Jefferson states that he
continued his violin practise up to the breaking out of the Revolution. His biographer Henry S.
Randall thinks he did not entirely quit fiddling until this fracture of his wrist. In spite of Mr. Jefferson
s positive statement that he never took up his violin after the Revolution broke out, Mr. Randall
carries him on to the accident in France, but positively puts an end to it then. In defiance of both
Jefferson and Randall, Mr. William Eleroy Curtis keeps Jefferson fiddling with his stiff wrist all
through his term of Secretary of State, and holds him to it even while he is President. A most
remarkable composer...
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