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Columbia University Press, United States, 2002. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English .
Brand New Book. In the first century of Islam, most of the former Christian Roman Empire, from
Syria to Spain, was brought under Muslim control in a conquest of unprecedented proportions.
Confronted by the world of Islam, countless medieval Christians experienced a profound
ambivalence, awed by its opulence, they were also troubled by its rival claims to the spiritual
inheritance of Abraham and Jesus and humiliated by its social subjugation of non-Muslim
minorities. Some converted. Others took up arms. Still others, the subjects of John Tolan s study of
anti-Muslim polemics in medieval Europe, undertook to attack Islam and its most vivid avatar, the
saracen, with words. In an effort to make sense of God s apparent abandonment of Christendom in
favor of a dynamic and expanding Muslim civilization, European writers distorted the teachings of
Islam and caricatured its believers in a variety of ways. What ideological purposes did these
portrayals serve? And how, in turn, did Muslims view Christianity? Feelings of rivalry, contempt, and
superiority existed on both sides, tinged or tempered at times with feelings of doubt, inferiority,
curiosity, or admiration. Tolan shows how Christian responses...
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Merely no words and phrases to describe. I am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never. I found out this ebook from my i and dad
encouraged this pdf to find out.
-- Hyman Auer-- Hyman Auer

I actually started out looking over this publication. It can be writter in easy phrases and never diBicult to understand. Your lifestyle span will probably be
transform as soon as you comprehensive looking over this ebook.
-- Prof. Dayne Crist Sr.-- Prof. Dayne Crist Sr.
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