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Paperback. Condition: New. 222 pages. The novel follows Bernard Courtman, an obese glutton, the shyster, fool, sociopath, philosopher about
town, and true representative of the American ethos. A remarkable egotist, Bernies the ultimate salesman, the street vendor who peddles the
worlds inconsequential on street corners everywhere while pounding the Internet with his wares as well. Bernie manipulates the system, uses its
bankruptcy laws and credit regulations to fill his coffers and finance other schemes. Utilizing assumed names, forged signatures, stolen credit card
and social security numbers, he changes identities to land windfalls for himself. Constantly in flight from the authorities, scheming and plotting
throughout, he still has time for adventures in romance and to succor the helpless and bring joy to joyless lives. A humorous aspect of the novel is
Bernies driving passion for food. Throughout his adventures in and around small-town America, Bernies feeds his never-ending passion to devour
every morsel put before him while philosophizing on the American way of life and listening to the political pundits of talk-radio in his trusty car. Its
interesting to observe, that while running from the authorities, dealing with an ex-wife in Florida, romancing and saving the heiress to the Hershey
chocolate fortune, and developing additional enrichment schemes to fleece the Establishment, Bernie still has time to appreciate a half-dozen
pastrami sandwiches, a dozen doughnuts, a sack of sandwiches and as many bags of greasy fries as he can fit into his mouth. Bravery combined
with arrogance, combined with a willingness to push ahead despite the forces lined up against him, plus an unfailing belief in the rightness of his
causes despite the evidence to the contrary, make Bernie Courtman invincible to attacks from the shackles of the society around him. Maybe its his
charm or the utter bombast and love of...
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