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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from A Diplomatic
Fiasco: The Rejected Treaty for St. Thomas Some time ago Scribner s Magazine contained a paper entitled A Diplomatic Episode, by Miss Olive Risley
Seward, which undertakes to narrate the negotiations with Denmark for the purchase of the islands of St. Thomas and St. John in 1866 1869 by Mr.
Seward (then Secretary of State), and the con nection of the Senate Committee on Foreign AAairs (mr. Sumner being chairman) with its
consideration and failure of ratification. With many words, the introduction of super?uous incidents and assertions of facts not verified by reference
to sources, she gives an air of mystery to what was a plain transaction and a very simple question. A map is inserted, as if to produce an optical
illusion, on which a number of straight lines converge to St. Thomas as a common centre of islands, continents and commercial marts, just as all
roads once led to Rome. Among the statesmen of the time no one except Mr. Seward thought the island worth having at any price, or being taken as
a gift for any purpose of peace or war. In a foreign war it would have been useless for offense and dith cult of defense and while, during the civil war,
when the Con federates held most of our Southern Atlantic coast, one of the An tilles would have serveda purpose as a coaling and supply station, it
is no part of national duty to make military preparation for civil war, certainly not a part of ours with the nation consolidated by the abolition of
slavery. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This...
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