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Food law and legislation -- United States. Excerpt: . .. 11 ensuring that we use sound science, that our actions are transparent, that we exten-sively
consult with the public and other federal agencies, particularly with the U. S. Department of Agriculture ( USDA ), and that our decisions allow a
reasonable tran-sition for agriculture and for the important public health uses of pesticides, to adopt new pest management tools and techniques.
KEY FQPA ACCOMPLISHMENTS EPA has had many successes in implementing FQPA. We have met deadlines es-tablished for the reassessment of
pesticide tolerances ( legal residue limits ), taken significant actions to reduce pesticide risks in a reasoned and responsible manner, established
greater communication with groups impacted by our decisions, and im-proved our coordination with the USDA on pesticide issues. To that end,
EPA and USDA have established the Committee to Advise on Reassessment and Transition ( CARAT ) to strengthen the interaction with all our
stakeholders. CARAT helps to ensure that our decisions are open, well understood, and take into consideration the input from all interested parties.
In addition, EPA Administrator Christine Todd Whitman created a position on her immediate staff for a Senior Agricultural Advisor and appointed
Jean Marie Peltier, who previously worked closely with California ag-riculture and was an experienced state regulator. Despite the additional
requirements imposed by FQPA, EPA has been able to maintain its pre-FQPA productivity in registering new pesticides and reduce the re-sponse
time for emergency exemption requests. Working with USDA, we have sig-nificantly improved the data used to make decisions on the registration
and rereg-istration of pesticides. We have also taken steps to make our reviews, and the science supporting them, more transparent for...
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