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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****. 1980s New York City. A paradox onto itself. Gritty and violent - yeah - but also crackling with excitement, intrigue and - especially -
possibility. For a young guy open to that kind of energy, this was a city that could be absolutely intoxicating. Nineteen year-old Joey Montaperto
journeys over from his nearby downtrodden New Jersey town, seeking to escape the dreary negativity of his surroundings. Enrolling in a
prestigious Russian drama school, he is determined to become the next great actor in the Stanislavski/Moscow Art Theater tradition. It doesn t pan
out exactly the way he plans, though, and aIer a time there, he hits the streets even more conflicted and alienated, seeking answers. He finds a gig
as a nut vendor in a grimy Hell s Kitchen location and dreams of a better life. Subsequently introduced to the ancient texts of Eastern spirituality
(The Upanishads) by Vassant, an elderly, brilliant, but drunken Indian scholar who also works as a nut vendor, he becomes fascinated. When
Vassant dies unexpectedly, Joey vows to continue his quest for a Master, joining an ashram in the city, while working at the connected health food
store. Devoting himself entirely to the the rigors of spiritual practice for the next year, he sits in daily meditation - until one day he is rocked by a
major epiphany. Oh my God! I could sit here in my white yoga pants and meditate for the next 40 years, and still not reach enlightenment! Then
what?! What about travel? Adventure? Life?! Upon that realization, he dives headlong into what he believes to be his true calling - stand-up comedy,
embracing the comedy circuit and the whole...
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