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*****.Excerpt from Criticisms and Controversies Relating to the Nervous and Muscular Systems I regret for the reader s sake, as well as for my own,
that any personal matters should have a place in this paper, but as this is unavoidable, scientific reference, facts, and illustrations from diEerent
points of the medical compass, shedding a degree of light on some of the dim paths in the tangled forest of physiology. Content with the approval,
the encouragement, the generous eEorts to disseminate my researches, hitherto extended to me in Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Louisville,
Lexington, Charleston, New Orleans, and elsewhere, I had determined not to reply to foreigners - not even to Dr. Hall, whose communication in the
New York Journal of Medicine for January, of the current year, though restricted to eight lines, is marvellously exuberant with animosity, nay, it is
positively belligerent. It is intended in another part of this paper, to take a slight observation on his parallax in the neurological heavens. There is,
indeed, no necessity that I should return railing for railing, were I so inclined. - The retribution of his own countrymen is coming apace. About
midsummer, a medical gentleman of New Orleans, called my attention to the Medico-Chirurgical Review for April of the current year, in which I
found an attack upon myself, implicating my American friends, - an attack in which that journal has greatly departed from its accustomed rules of
sound criticism. My determination was now changed. It seemed due to truth - due to the distinguished American critics, who with scarcely a
dissenting voice, had pronounced in favor of the originality of my experiments on muscular contractility -...
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