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*****.I was spending the Spring at Sienna. Occupied all day long with meticulous researches among the city archives, I used aBer supper to take an
evening walk along the wild road leading to Monte Oliveto, where I would encounter in the twilight huge white oxen under ponderous yokes
dragging a rustic wain with wheels of solid timber-all unchanged since the times of old Evander. The church bells knelled the peaceful ending of the
day, while the purple shades of night descended sadly and majestically on the low chain of neighbouring hills. The black squadrons of the rooks had
already sought their nests about the city walls, but relieved against the opalescent sky a single sparrow-hawk still hung floating with motionless
wings above a solitary ilex tree.
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