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and sip their mocha with the regular gossips of the place. Sometimes they go a visiting at the
houses of friends, who receive them in their salemlik, an apartment separate from that of the
women. It is curious to see a collection of bearded old gentlemen K thus assembled under pretence
of enjoying one another s society. After the first formal salutations, they generally relapse into
complete silence, gravely inhaling the smoke of their pipes, their eyes half-closed, and their whole
person in an attitude indicative of the greatest possible indolence. They remind one of a conclave
of petrified sages. Now and then, perhaps, a vague desire to communicate a thought stirs within
them, but it is long before it bubbles up to the surface in words. Then some deep sounds seem to
roll forth without effort, from...
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