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Subject: Youth -- Services for -- Government policy -- United States. Excerpt: . . . All four federal agencies require local programs to report on their
progress with youth by collecting data on youth outcomes, such as attainment of their General Educational Development ( GED ) credential or job
placement, and some of these outcomes are tied to financial sanctions and incentives. For example, HHS requires Transitional Living Program
grantees to record each youths living situation, physical and mental health, and grade completed when the youth exits from the program, among
other data elements. Sometimes data must pass through an intermediary agency such as a state education agency or local workforce investment
board, and these entities may require additional data from programs for their own monitoring purposes. The federal programs collect this
information to monitor the progress toward goals, and to ensure that local programs are serving the targeted population and spending money
appropriately. Federal agencies may also aFect local programs by setting specific penalties for programs or states that do not meet certain goals or
benchmarks. These mechanisms are intended to encourage a high level of performance and accountability. For example, Labor negotiates
performance goals with states for WIA Youth Activities, and if states do not meet 80 percent of those goals for more than 2 years in a row, monetary
sanctions may be imposed. However, Labor oFers states technical assistance aHer the first year when requested by states, and relatively few states
have actually been financially penalized. States are also eligible to receive performance incentives if they exceed certain performance levels. The
39 local programs we reviewed received funding from a range of Local Programs We government and private sources, and...
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