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whistled cheerfully as he trudged along the road. It was a scant three miles to town, and he would rather walk that short distance than to be
bothered with a horse. When he took Old Nig, he had to keep to the main-traveled road straight into town, then tie him to a post - and worry about
him all the time; but afoot and alone, he could move along as easily as he pleased, linger on the canal bank or cut cross-lots through the fields to the
river, cross it on the foot-bridge, then go on to town by the lower meadows. The road was dusty that afternoon, and the sun was hot. It would be
cooler under the willows by the river. At Cottonwood Corners, Dorian left the road and took the cut-off path. The river sparkled cool and clear under
the overhanging willows. He saw a good-sized trout playing in the pool, but as he had no fishing tackle with him, the boy could only watch the fish
in its graceful gliding in and out of sunshine and shadow. A robin overhead was making a noisy demonstration as if in alarm about a nest. Dorian sat
on the bank to look and listen for a few moments, then he got up again. Crossing the river, he took the cool foot-path under the willows. He cut
down one of the smoothest, sappiest branches with which to make whistles. Dorian was a great maker of whistles. Which he freely gave away to the
smaller boys and girls whom he met. Just as it is more fun to catch fish than to eat them, so Dorian found more pleasure in...
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