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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 600 pages. Dimensions: 9.2in. x 7.5in. x
1.4in.Life at sea often draws those who seek a rational existence at the very periphery of society, evading many of its standards even while serving
its aims. One such member of the U. S. Coastal Survey find himself unwillingly trapped in a cycle of progressive marginalization and when drawn
beyond the pale by one unexpected circumstance; the suicide of his captain, Archibald MacRae, his own aims become the equivalent of and
indistinguishable from criminality, finding their only rationale in the commission of further crimes. This is where the young ships steward workin
aboard the U. S. C. S. Ewing, Mandelbrot Feuerstool finds himself at the beginning of this novel set in the years 1855-61. In todays divided society
where larger and larger segments are being progressively marginalized, this story has never more apt and timely. The American West was not only
transformed with the Colt 45 but also with the moral imagination. If that becomes atrophied and incapable of fully defining the new physical spaces
we seek to inhabit, it may expand those boundaries by inflating itself with dark and mercenary forces. The gun comes in to play as a moral arbiter of
those boundaries and then and only then do we learn what physical or emotional line we are willing or not to cross. So Feuerstool must learn to
navigate not only the uncharted, sometimes brutal waters of the Pacific but the shifting boundaries of his own increasingly twisted physical and
moral imagination. This complex, compellingly written novel set in post-gold-rush California and Washington State revolves around these members
of the U. S. Coastal Survey. Feuerstools disaffection, as he lurks among the scientists and engineersy begins with a trivial...
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