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Beacon Press, United States, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. A stunning new book about the role of
animals in our lives, by a popular and acclaimed writer From the time she is nine years old, biking to the farmland outside her suburban home,
where she discovers a disquieting world of sleeping cows and a Private Way full of the wondrous and creepy creatures of the wild--spiders, deer,
moles, chipmunks, and foxes--Lauren Slater finds in animals a refuge from her troubled life. As she matures, her attraction to animals strengthens
and grows more complex and compelling even as her family is falling to pieces around her. Slater spends a summer at horse camp, where she
witnesses the alternating horrific and loving behavior of her instructor toward the animals in her charge and comes to question the bond that so
oJen develops between females and their equines. Slater s questions follow her to a foster family, her own parents no longer able to care for her. A
pet raccoon, rescued from a hole in the wall, teaches her how to feel at home away from home. The two Shiba Inu puppies Slater adopts years
later, against her husband s will, grow increasingly important to her as she ages and her family begins to grow. Slater s husband is a born skeptic
and possesses a sternly scientific view of animals as unconscious, primitive creatures, one who insists that an animal s worth is roughly equivalent
to its edibility. As one of her dogs, Lila, goes blind and the medical bills and monthly expenses begin to pour in, he calculates the financial burden of
their canine family member and finds that Lila has cost them about $60,000, not to mention the approximately 400 pounds of feces she has
deposited...
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