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***x* Excerpt from Speech of Mr. McDuffie, of South Carolina: On the Bill Proposing a Reduction of the Duties on Imports, Delivered in the House of
Representatives, May 28, 1832 Mr. McDuffie rose, and said: | propose, sir, to submit some explanations, in addition to those already presented, in a
different form, of the views and principles which induced the Committee of Ways and Means to report the present bill as an adjustment of the great
subject of the tariff. | must, however, in the outset, candidly acknowledge that | have not the least glimmering of hope that any thing | may utter at
this time, or which any human being can advance in this Hall, will induce the majority to adopt the measure now proposed, or any other measure
founded on similar principles. Nay, sir, | am reluctantly compelled to go still farther. Although | have been disposed to hope even against hope, that
some Providential coincidence of circumstances might yet intervene to incline the hearts of the majority to justice, and lead their deliberations to
some propitious result; yet the developments and the experience of every day have rendered it more and more apparent that all such expectations
are utterly vain and delusive. As to any adjustment of this great question, therefore, which shall give tranquillity to the public mind, and restore the
broken harmony of this Union, my nal hope is flat despair. Under these circumstances, it may seem singular, but it is nevertheless true, that it is
precisely because | do not hope to produce conviction upon the minds of this committee, and have no expectation that this great question will be
adjusted here,...
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