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and times. At the beginning of each of the five acts in every play, a two-page spread describes what is about to take place. The storys background is
explained, followed by brief descriptions of key people who will appear in the act, details students should watch for as the story unfolds, discussion
of the plays historical context, how the play was staged in Shakespeares day, and explanation of puns and plays on words that occur in characters
dialogues. Identifying icons preceding each of these study points are printed in a second color, then are located again as cross-references in the
plays original text. For instance, where words spoken by a person in the play offer insights into his or another characters personality, the Characters
icon will appear as a cross-reference in both the introductory spread and the play proper. Following each act, a closing spread presents questions...
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