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*****.A light breeze was blowing down the inlet, scented with the smell of the firs, and the tiny ripples it chased across the water splashed musically
against the bows of the canoe. There was a thud as the blade struck the water, and the long, light hull forged onwards with slightly liBed, bird s-
head prow, while the two men swung forward for the next stroke with a rhythmic grace of motion. They knelt, facing forward, in the bottom of the
craB; and dissimilar as they were in features and, to some extent, in character, the likeness between them was stronger than the diEerence. Both
bore the unmistakable stamp of a wholesome life spent in vigorous labour in the open. Their eyes were clear, and like those of most bushmen
singularly steady; their skin was weather-darkened, and they were leanly muscular.
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