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***** Excerpt from Speech of R. E. Scott of Fauquier: On Certain Resolutions Touching the Action of Congress on the Subject of Slavery The
resolutions reported by the joint committee on the Wilmot proviso and other kindred measures, being under consideration, Mr. Scott said: | think |
have reason to complain of intolerance towards me on this floor. Scarcely had the gentleman from Spottsylvania, the mover of the resolutions,
spoken ten minutes to his subject, when the gentleman from Stafford arrests his remarks, and deprecating discussion, in that solemn manner he so
well knows how to assume, declares that he will feel surprise if the resolutions are assailed from any quarter; and this, too, after the determined
opposition which in every stage of their progress | have evinced. | am not blind to the purpose of the movement. | know the force of the argument of
numbers, potent with all, it is controlling with some, and | feel its effects in the diminished ranks of those with whom | stand on this occasion. On a
former day | notified the house that when the resolutions reported by the committee should be called up, | would move, as a substitute for them,
those which I then submitted for their consideration. Both sets of resolutions were printed, and after much time taken for examination, the friends
of this action, dissatisfied with their tenor, called together the members of both branches of the assembly in free conference, and another set of
resolutions were reported to the house, which, we were told, were to be moved as a substitute for the report of the committee. But scarcely had this
been done, and...
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