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***xx A Journal of the Plague Year by Daniel Defoe - This novel is an account of one man s experiences of the year 1665, in which the Great Plague or
the bubonic plague struck the city of London. The book is told somewhat chronologically, though without sections or chapter headings. Presented
as an eyewitness account of the events at the time, it was written in the years just prior to the book s first publication in March 1722. Defoe was only
five years old in 1665, and the book itself was published under the initials H. F. and is probably based on the journals of Defoe s uncle, Henry Foe. It
was about the beginning of September, 1664, that I, among the rest of my neighbours, heard in ordinary discourse that the plague was returned
again in Holland; for it had been very violent there, and particularly at Amsterdam and Rotterdam, in the year 1663, whither, they say, it was
brought, some said from Italy, others from the Levant, among some goods which were brought home by their Turkey fleet; others said it was
brought from Candia; others from Cyprus. It mattered not from whence it came; but all agreed it was come into Holland again. We had no such
thing as printed newspapers in those days to spread rumours and reports of things, and to improve them by the invention of men, as | have lived to
see practised since. But such things as these were gathered from the letters of merchants and others who corresponded abroad, and from them
was handed about by word of mouth only; so that things did not spread instantly over the...
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