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historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without
typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1899 edition. Excerpt: . . . without fortune. All I know is hes likely to find himself in sore
straits if trade does not improve, with a wife who brings him nothing. Do you really mean that, Alberta asked her friend, with grave surprise.
Williams sister began to perceive that she had committed an unusual indiscretion; for she was not given to making rash confidences. Since Mr.
Handley had got rid of a valuable partner, he was probably desirous of keeping his own business aEairs to himself. She rose to her feet abruptly,
and said she must go. Mrs. Kirkham laid a detaining hand on her shoulder, and was evidently about to open fire once more, when Philippa came
into the room. For once her future sister-in-law was glad to see her, but she did not delay her departure for many minutes, and the manner of it was
more informal and precipitate than usual. Miss Alberta was a great stickler for social observances, as she understood them. She had certainly-
mastered a diEicult and complicated ritual with much trouble to herself. Thank goodness, she has gone at last! sighed Phil. I am so worried, Nell.
What is it asked her hostess, coming up to her as she stood twisting a letter between her fingers in evident distress and perplexity. I dont know.
That is just it. Something odd seems to have happened at home. Nell, hesitatingly, do you know I think mama must really have gone out of her
mind. My...
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