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examined: (1) the management implications and economics of reducing the machine resources consumed by Common Business Oriented
Language (COBOL) applications in the federal government; and (2) the applicability of these findings to diEerent brands of computers. Federal use
of computers is extensive, with COBOL being the most widely used computer language. Significant benefits have been achieved at some federal
installations by modifying COBOL applications to reduce the machine resources consumed. Work can be done to reduce the machine costs of
COBOL applications on any brand of computer using COBOL. Despite the potential for improvement, some installations have done little or nothing
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receive little formal training, and have little concern for machine costs. Measurement and verification of benefits can be seen in terms of reduced
machine resources and expressed in dollar equivalents. A systematic approach will help eEorts to improve COBOL applications. Automated tools
can be used to reduce the labor costs involved in reducing COBOL machine costs. Other considerations besides machine costs are important in
soGware management and should not be sacrificed. EEorts to reduce machine resource consumption must oEset labor and machine costs to be
cost-eEective. Agencies with governmentwide data processing responsibilities should publish guides for reducing machine resources consumed by
COBOL, and eEorts are needed to raise concern with application costs and to raise programmer eEiciency. The potential benefits of reducing
consumption by COBOL applications are large. This item ships from La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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