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CASCADE BOOKS, 2010. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. As an introduction to
Christian systematic theology, this volume treats all the main theological topics-from God to last things-seeking to explicate critically the
understanding of them implicit in Christian faith itself in terms at once appropriate to Jesus Christ and credible to human existence. Its criteria,
accordingly, are the ultimate criteria of on the one hand, specifically Christian experience of Jesus as expressed by the apostolic witness, and on the
other hand, generically human experience of existence as expressed by a sound philosophy. And, as befits an introduction, it employs these same
criteria to clarify the process of actually doing Christian systematic theology. Thus it begins by explaining both what such a theology has to do and
how it is to do it, and ends by considering what it means to do theology as a Christian calling, particularly as a professional theologian. . . . [H]is
central claim that systematic theology is critical reflection and appropriation of the entire witness of faith. Critical reflection requires, he says, that
claims of adequacy with the content of Christian witness are both appropriate to Jesus and credible to human experience. Therefore, Ogden, as a
systematic theologian, is the opposite of a reductive theologian either in terms of a commitment to tradition with a blind eye to all other academic
disciplines. Rather, he seeks to balance these two poles that vie for position in contemporary academic theology Consistent with his earlier
thought, Ogden remains a radically Christocentric theologian: in Jesus is revealed the nature of God and thus the nature of what it means to be fully
human. That Jesus is decisive for human existence is not simply a call to belief; rather, it is a claim...
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