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FIFTY-TWO THE ANGLO-SAXON GILDS GILD signified among the Saxons a fraternity or sodality or
brotherhood united together for the accomplishment by the co-operative exertions of the members
of some predetermined purpose. The word is derived from the AngloSaxon verb gildan, to pay, and
refers to the fact that every member of the Gild was required to give something to its support.
Hence Cowel defines Gilds to be fraternities originally contributing sums towards a common stock.
Assuming that the characteristic of a Gild organization is that it is a society of men united together
for mutual assistance in the gaining of an object, or for the cultivation of friendship, or for the
observance of religious duties, we may say that the Gild has under some of these aspects existed in
all civilized countries from the earliest ages. The priesthood of Egypt was a...
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