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*****.Antarctica is the most recent, and final, of the Earth s Continents to be explored by humans. It is the fifth largest Continent in the World. Before
the late eighteenth century, there were only rumours of its existence. British sea Captain James Cook visited in 1773 and 1774. However, ice fields
made it impossible for him to land. Russian, British and United States ships sailed around the land mass in the early 1820s. Antarctica is an ice
desert. It is the coldest, driest and windiest place on earth. The Antarctic is colder than the Arctic. Explorers of many nations came as the
nineteenth, twentieth and twenty-first centuries progressed. Landings of humans on Antarctica began to be recorded during the later nineteenth
century. However, to this day, the Continent has no permanent human population. At any one time there may be several thousand Antarctic
researchers operating out of their nations research bases. They normally spend a maximum of one, or possibly two, years in this freezing place.
Albeit, on sunny, but chilly, summer days, Antarctica can look a beautiful place with the sunlight glinting oI its ice and lighter snow covering; and
its majestic mountains standing before a clear blue sky. However, in icy winter, it is dark and satanic. Eerie giant ice structures form and their
ghastly silhouettes stand like threatening guardians in the twilight or Stygian gloom of the land. Early mariners who ventured into this strangest of
lands oLen speculated about, and sometimes believed they glimpsed, vast and terrifying, never-before-seen monsters that lurked beneath its
massive ice sheets or existed in the depths of its ice-closed great lakes. In modern times, a United States Marine Biology Professor and his
glamorous,...
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