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Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2010. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer Service! Summary: From The
Washington Post "For all of love''s happy advance notices, for all of its dewy-eyed hype, it''s the diHicult love -- unrequited, hard-won, gone wrong -
- that makes for a good story. There is something irresistible about romance in the face of open warfare: "Romeo and Juliet," "A Farewell to Arms,"
"Doctor Zhivago." Or a love kissed by tragedy and doom: "Anna Karenina," "La Bohme." Even if the story is rescued by a happy ending -- "Jane
Eyre," say, or "Persuasion" -- how much sweeter if the road to it is a living hell. But what if our lovers are contemporary New Yorkers, untouched by
war, unfazed by society''s obstacles, whose only barrier to the other''s heart is a feverish, overactive brain? That is the predicament in Andr
Aciman''s psychologically charged, deeply Dostoyevskian new novel, "Eight White Nights." The comparison to Dostoyevsky is not a casual one. The
Russian master''s short story "White Nights" lingers over Aciman''s novel as firmly as fog over a St. Petersburg winter. From the lovers'' chance
meeting to their immediate, mutual fascination to the revelation of a troubling former liaison, Dostoyevsky''s four surreal nights are embedded
here like a literary genetic helix. But beyond that, the similarities stop. "Eight White Nights" is so quintessentially a Manhattan story that it is hard to
imagine it unfolding in St. Petersburg or anywhere else. Strung tightly between Christmas and New Year, as well as between two apartments on the
Upper West Side, it involves two protagonists who are equally educated, equally well-oH, equally aware of a defining Jewishness and equally
ardent aficionados of Rohmer films, Handel sarabandes and unorthodox cocktail conversations. They are also equally hamstrung by their...
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