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***** The appearance of this book could not well have been more timely. At the present date when all English-speaking peoples are in greater or
less degree reaping the bitter fruits of their past indifference to the welfare of scientific investigation, a widespread awakening to the more
immediate utilitarian advantages of scientific discovery is finding expression in the formulation of far-reaching governmental plans for the
furtherance of technical research, research in other words that pays. Our governors and leaders utterly lacking the viewpoint of the investigators
and any consciousness of the larger import and ultimate aims and utilities of science are of course as indifferent as ever to the welfare or outcome
of the more fundamental and far-reaching problems of research, for these cannot be guaranteed within any defined period to return the several
hundred or thousand per cent, which the political or commercial public naturally expects as the outcome of any investment in research. There is a
manifest danger that the welfare of scientific investigation will actually suffer by reason of the new-born and ill-directed interest of the politician.
This is an occasion, therefore, when it is more than ever necessary to undertake a definite campaign of popularization of the true aims and
aspirations and methods of the scientific discipline of thought. The educator, no less, perhaps, than the politician, requires instruction in the true
aims and inspiration of science. In the words of our author, The following pages will perhaps show that the spirit of scientific research has inspired
the highest ethical thought and action, as well as increased the comforts of life and added greatly to material welfare. We seek to justify the claim of
science...
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