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SOLITARY WASPS

Pelagic Publishing, United Kingdom, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Anthony J. Hopkins (illustrator). 2nd Revised edition. 210 x 148 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. This Naturalists Handbook aims to attract more people to the study of solitary wasps by describing the
ecology, distribution and natural history of these insects, including all relevant research in one convenient volume. Contents include an overview of
the natural history of the solitary wasp, guidelines on identification, and advice on techniques and approaches to study. Further reading, a
systematic checklist of genera and an alphabetical checklist of species and their distributions are included. Detailed keys to the identification of the
species form the centre of the book and the text is accompanied by clear illustrations throughout, making this an invaluable practical guide for
anyone seeking to broaden their knowledge of these fascinating, diverse creatures. Smaller, gentler and less intimidating than the black and yellow
social wasps, the solitary wasps are attractive because of their bright colours and their fascinating behaviour. A female wasp will construct a nest,
excavating it from wood or sand or building it from mud. She provisions the nest with prey, hunting down a suitable creature, perhaps a caterpillar
or a fly, which she will paralyse before dragging it home to the nest. She lays her egg on the paralysed prey, and the larva when it hatches feeds on
the prey. On a sunny day it is easy to observe the apparently purposeful behaviour of female wasps as they prepare their nests and stock them with
food for the next generation. This book is a digital reprint of ISBN 0-85546-295-7 (1995). Naturalists Handbooks encourage and enable those
interested in natural history to undertake field study, make accurate identifications and to make original contributions to research.
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