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***x* Excerpt from The Geology and Mineral Products of Missouri The State of Missouri is located in the central portion of the United States, in that
region known as the Mississippi valley. It is bounded on the east by the Mississippi river, on the south by the lines 36 and 30 30 of north latitude, and
on the west by the meridian which passes through the mouth of the Kansas river at latitude 39 7, and longitude 94 37 . Thence the boundary line
follows the Missouri river in a northwesterly direction to a point at about latitude 40 34 2/3 , longitude 95 . This is the northwestern corner of the
State, and thence the northern boundary line extends eastwards approximately along the line of same latitude to the Des Moines river, which it
intersects at longitude 91-1, about 25 miles above the mouth of that stream. The area of the State, according to the figures of the eleventh census
of the United States, is 69,415 square miles. Physiography. Generally speaking, the whole State is an incised plain; no great mountain ranges
traverse it. The maximum difference of absolute elevation within the whole area is only 1,500 feet; the local and relative differences are still less, and
do not exceed 700 feet. More closely speaking, the following four topographic divisions may be recognized: (1.) A plain or prairie country. (2.) A
plateau country. (3.) A highland or semi-mountainous country. (4.) An alluvial or swamp country. (1.) The Prairie Country. - The prairie country of
the State is principally represented in the northern portion, and in that part north of the Missouri river; it also occupies, however,...
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