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. . . PREFACE Welcome to the Seventh Edition of Federal Prosecution of Election OFenses, a project that has been in the works for over two years.
This book replaces the Sixth Edition, which was published in 1995, and represents a complete re-write of that last book. There have been a number
of significant developments in the law dealing with elections and election finance - and, accordingly, in the Departments enforcement approach in
this area - since we last wrote on these subjects. In 2002, Congress passed the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act ( BCRA ). One of the goals of this
legislation was to close major loopholes involving so-called soG money and issue advocacy that had developed since enactment of the original
Federal Election Campaign Act ( FECA ) in 1971. Another of BCRAs goals was to provide enhanced criminal penalties for knowing and willful FECA
violations. Yet another goal was to put in place a strong sentencing guideline for FECA crimes. The following year the United States Sentencing
Commission obliged, promulgating a sentencing guideline, U. S. S. G. 2C1. 8, that recommends imprisonment for most campaign financing
oFenses. Subsequent First Amendment challenges to BCRAs broad provisions were resoundingly rejected by the Supreme Court, which upheld the
landmark provisions as constitutional anti-corruption measures designed to address public corruption and the appearance of public corruption.
McConnell v. Federal Election Commission, 540 U. S. 93 ( 2003 ). In addition to these legislative eForts, in 2002 then-Attorney General John AshcroG
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