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February and March. Working on railroads cannot be taken as ground of exemption. Negroes found in your district, refugees, of course must fare the
same as others. Send back all negroes who have run away from the works. I repeat, as far as practicable, impress the slaves of those who hitherto
have not furnished labor. Respectfully, your obedient servant, THOMAS JORDAN, Chief of StaC. Charleston, S. C, September 2, 1863. General S.
Cooper, Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: The defense of Charleston is, in my opinion, the best protection for Wilmington. We are
prepared to mount the second large Blakely gun. In my judgment, it should be sent hither. The fall of Charleston involves the loss of Wilmington.
General Beauregard is inspecting defenses on James Island. This matter is so im Eortant I telegraph to you at once. General Whiting does not think
e has the right, under the President s orders, to send the big gun to Charleston. J. F. GILMER, Major-General, and Second in Command. Hdqrs. Dept.
South Carolina, Georgia, And Florida, Charleston, S. C, September 2, 1863. Brig. Gen. R. S. Ripley, Commanding First Military District: General: It has
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been diminished to a degree which makes it necessary to use the utmost economy in the expenditure...
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