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Horse s Mouth, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Henry Fielding was born at
Sharpham in Somerset on April 22nd, 1707. His most famous and well loved work is Tom Jones . A classic. Fielding s history is certainly colourful
and rich in texture. A novelist and playwright, he was not averse to causing controversy or even scandal but he was also a magistrate and helped to
establish the Police force. He was educated at Eton College, where he established a lifelong friendship with William Pitt the Elder. AFer a few
romantic problems he journeyed to London to establish a literary career. By 1728 he was oI to Leiden to study classics and law. Funds did not last
too long and he was forced to return to London and to begin writing for the theatre. Much of his work was witheringly critical of Sir Robert Walpole s
government. His satires were always on the edge and the Establishment was not amused. The Theatrical Licensing Act of 1737 seems to have
Fielding s activities as one of its targets. Once the Act passed, political satire on the stage was almost impossible. Fielding retired from the theatre
and resumed his career in law and, in order to support his wife Charlotte Craddock, whom he had married in 1734, and children, he became a
barrister. His lack of financial sense meant that he and his family oFen endured periods of poverty, but he was helped by Ralph Allen, a wealthy
benefactor who later formed the basis of Squire Allworthy in Tom Jones. When Charlotte died in 1744 they had produced five children but only one,
Henrietta, survived (and she only until age 23). Three years after Charlotte s death, disregarding public opinion, he married her...
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