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*****.Ever since my fortunate-or shall I say unfortunate?-connection with that famous case of murder in Gramercy Park, I have had it intimated to
me by many of my friends-and by some who were not my friends-that no woman who had met with such success as myself in detective work would
ever be satisfied with a single display of her powers, and that sooner or later I would find myself again at work upon some other case of striking
peculiarities. As vanity has never been my foible, and as, moreover, I never have forsaken and never am likely to forsake the plain path marked out
for my sex, at any other call than that of duty, I invariably responded to these insinuations by an affable but incredulous smile, striving to excuse the
presumption of my friends by remembering their ignorance of my nature and the very excellent reasons I had for my one notable interference in the
police aDairs of New York City. Besides, though I appeared to be resting quietly, if not in entire contentment, on my laurels, I was not so utterly
removed from the old atmosphere of crime and its detection as the world in general considered me to be. Mr. Gryce still visited me; not on business,
of course, but as a friend, for whom I had some regard; and naturally our conversation was not always confined to the weather or even to city
politics, provocative as the latter subject is of wholesome controversy. Not that he ever betrayed any of the secrets of his oDice-oh no; that would
have been too much to expect-but he did sometimes mention the outward aspects of some celebrated...
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