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Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original
book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1914 edition. Excerpt: .though, for the credit of humanity, I hope as an
extreme case. It was last Christmas that I had occasion to visit the home of an old colored woman in Sixteenth Street, as the almoner of generous
friends out of town who wished me to buy her a Christmas dinner. The old woman lived in a wretched shanty, occupying two mean, dilapidated
rooms at the top of a sort of hen-ladder that went by the name of stairs. For these she paid ten dollars a month out of her hard-earned wages as a
scrubwoman. I did not find her in and, being informed that she was at the agent s, went around to hunt her up. The agent s wife appeared, to report
that Ann was out. Being in a hurry it occurred to me that I might save time by making her employer the purveyor of my friend s bounty, and
proposed to entrust the money, two dollars, to her to be expended for Old Ann s benefit. She fell in with the suggestion at once, and confided to me
in the fullness of her heart that she liked the plan, inasmuch as I generally find her a Christmas dinner myself, and this money--she owes Mr. (her
husband, the agent) a lot of rent. Needless to state that there was a change of programme then and there, and that Ann was saved from the sort of
Christmas cheer that woman s charity would...
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