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unproductive nature. In competitive cooperation with local landed and political elites, they not only cleared natural forests but also displaced
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the unrelenting pressure that the demands of U. S. consumerism placed on fragile tropical lands. The forced domestication of widely varied natural
systems ultimately led to a devastating decline in biodiversity. The author brings his analysis to life with a series of vivid case studies of sugar,

bananas, coffee, rubber, beef, and timbereach a virtual empire in itself. All readers who are interested in environmental degradation and its links
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