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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1884 Excerpt: .subordinate, the Assayer, and four Tellers. The latter were solely
occupied in counting the silver pennies poured into the treasury in rouleaux of 100, which were then placed in bags, sealed and labelled by the
Treasurer s clerk. The only test of the standard of the currency applied in this numeration was, first, to mix the coinage impartially, and then to
weigh each counted pound separately, 6d. each librate being allowed as the limit for any deficiency in weight; under which standard no receipts
were admitted by tale. It is said that in the earliest times, --previously, that is, to the reorganisation of the Exchequer under Henry I., --the revenue of
the Sovereign was answered in two forms, namely, in specie and in kind; the former drawn from judicial fines and farms of towns, and the latter
rendered, at an arbitrary assessment, by the cultivators of Royal demesne. However, the ever-increasing needs of the Crown, together with the
temptations for official exactions, which were offered by an arbitrary tallage in kind, caused the latter plan to be commuted for by an assessment,
in specie alone, upon each of the King s farms in demesne. Then all of these, being at length consolidated into one Farm for each County, were
entrusted to the administration of a Sheriff or Custos, who answered for the same at the Exchequer, as well as for the judicial issues of his
bailiwick.t At first, this agent of Literally the Knight-Silverer. t Thus...
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