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By Mary E. Davis

Reaktion Books, United Kingdom, 2007. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New
Book. A musical composer who dabbled in the Dada movement, a Bohemian gymnopediste of fin-
de-siecle Montmartre, and a legendary dresser known as The Velvet Gentleman for his sartorial
choices, Erik Satie was nearly unprecedented in technique, style and philosophy among European
composers in the early twentieth century. Yet his legacy has largely languished in the shadows of
Stravinsky, Debussy and Ravel. Mary E. Davis now brings Satie to life in this fascinating new
biography that demonstrates that his musical innovations reached as far as his influence. Satie
redefined the boundaries of the composer s art, devising new methods of artistic expression that
melded ordinary elements and rarefied genres of words, visual art and music. Davis argues that
Satie s modernist aesthetic was grounded in the contradictions apparent in his life such as
enrolling in the conservative Schola Cantorum after working as a cabaret performer and is reflected
in his irreverent essays, drawings and music. Erik Satie explores how the composer was embraced
by both the avant-garde and Parisian elite, an experience that immersed him in the worlds of high
fashion and cutting-edge modernist art, and subsequently gave...
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ReviewsReviews

Absolutely essential read publication. it absolutely was writtern very completely and valuable. It is extremely di icult to leave it before concluding, once
you begin to read the book.
-- Sarai Lebsack-- Sarai Lebsack

Thorough guide for book enthusiasts. I am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never. Your lifestyle span will be transform when you total
reading this article book.
-- Lindsey Larson-- Lindsey Larson
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