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***xx_ Plutonium-a man-made element produced by irradiating uranium in nuclear reactors-is vital to the nuclear weapons stockpile. Much of the
nation s current plutonium research capabilities are housed in aging facilities at Los Alamos National Laboratory in New Mexico. These facilities
pose safety hazards. The National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) has decided to construct a multibillion dollar Chemistry and Metallurgy
Research Replacement Nuclear Facility (CMRR) to modernize the laboratory s capabilities to analyze and store plutonium. GAO was asked to
examine (1) the cost and schedule estimates to construct CMRR and the extent to which its most recent estimates reflect best practices, (2) options
NNSA considered to ensure that needed plutonium research activities could continue, and (3) the extent to which NNSA s plans reflected changes in
stockpile requirements and other plutonium research needs. GAO reviewed NNSA and contractor project design documents and visited Los Alamos
and another plutonium facility at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory in California.
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