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(John), the greatest astronomer perhaps that any age has produced, was born in the Wiel in the dutch of Wirtemberg, the 27th Dec. 1751. His father,
Henry Kepler, was descended from a family, which had raised themselves under the emperors by their military services, and was himself an oEicer
of rank in the army; but aGerwards, experiencing ill fortune, was obliged to sell all he had, and support himself and his family by keeping a public-
house. He died in 1590, and leG his son John to take what care of himself he could. His education had been hitherto neglected, as may easily be
imagined; but, having a very great genius, and as great a desire to cultivate it, he entered upon his studies in philosophy at Tubingen, immediately
upon his father s death, and, two years aGer, pursued the mathematics in the same university, under the famous Michael Moestlin. He made so
great progress, and became so famous, that in 1503 he was invited to Gratz in Styria, to teach the mathematics there. He then applied himself
entirely to astronomy, and published from time to time several works, the principal of which shall be mentioned immediately. In 1597, he entered
into the married state, which at first created him great uneasiness, from a dispute which arose about his wife s fortune; and, the year aGer, he was
banished from Gratz on account of his religion, but aGerwards recalled, and restored to his former dignity. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
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