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until the time of Ezra, where were they in post-exilic times Section III. THEORY THAT ALL THE BOOKS OF THE PENTATEUCH ARE POSTMOSAIC; THAT
DEUTERONOMY WAS WRITTEN ABOUT THE YEAR 625 B. C, PERHAPS BY HILKIAH, AND THAT THE MIDDLE BOOKS OF THE PENTATEUCH ARE POST-
EXILIC. This idea was suggested by Vatke, George, and Von Bohlen, in 1835; but it was ridiculed by De Wette, and repudiated by the most eminent
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Graf, Julius Wellhausen, professor at Greifswald; and W. Robertson Smith, LL. D. , lately professor of Hebrew and Old Testament exegesis in the Free
Church College of Aberdeen, in Scotland. Though these gentlemen belong to the same critical school, yet it is generally understood that Dr. Smith
professes to adhere to the doctrinal standards of his Church, and there is no reason to doubt the sincerity of his profession. The arguments
advanced to prove that Deuteronomy was written about 625 B. C, and that the middle books of the Pentateuch are postexilic, are: 1. The Levitical
laws give a graduated hierarchy of priests and Levites; Deuteronomy regards all Levites as...
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