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Commemoration Day of the University, February 22, 1889 Maryland began her educational history by paying a tobacco tax for the support of William
and Mary College. This colonial generosity to another State has an historic parallel in the appropriation of a township of land by Vermont for the
encouragement of Dartmouth College in the State of New Hampshire, and in the corn that was sent from New Haven to the support of young
Harvard. In colonial days Maryland had her county schools, some of them classical, like King William s School at Annapolis. All were founded by
authority of the Colonial Government and supported by aid from the public treasury. The principle of State aid to higher education runs throughout
the entire history of both State and Colony. The development of Maryland Colleges began on the Eastern Shore. In the year 1782, representatives of
Kent County presented a petition to the Legislature, saying that they had a ourishing school at Chestertown, their county seat, and wished to
enlarge it into a college. The General Assembly not only authorized the establishment of Washington College, which still exists, but, in consideration
of the fact that large sums of money had been subscribed for the institution by public spirited citizens of the Eastern Shore, resolved that such
exertions for the public good merited the approbation of the legislature and ought to receive public encouragement and assistance. These are the
very words of representatives of Maryland more than a century ago. Their deeds were even better than their words. They voted...
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