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States -- Data processing. Excerpt: . . . B-278136 11 community, predeparture filing emerged as a key concern among some segments of this group.
Our work indicates that whether or not predeparture filing posed a problem for businesses was related to the type of export or mode of
transportation used to export. According to industry groups and several companies oCicials we interviewed, filing information predeparture is
inconsistent with their business practices. These oCicials told us that they oHen do not know the precise volume and value of their final shipment
until just before departure, which makes it diCicult to file their paperwork on time. Predeparture filing was a particular concern for exporters of
bulk goods or grain commodities. Some of these companies said that they would have to prior to departure and that the estimates would then AES
enter estimates in have to be revised later, thereby resulting in rework. One exporter described this as having to do twice the work. Regarding
carriers, all of the eight airlines and air couriers we spoke with said that meeting the predeparture filing requirement would present a problem for
their current business operations; six said that they would not AES due to this requirement. While the air couriers we participate in interviewed said
that they generally have the SEDs in hand prior to departure, because of the fast-paced nature of the air courier business they are unable to input
SED data into AES before the aircraft departs. Representatives from both these industries told us that they anticipate as...
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