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Next Generation, Salome Thomas-El, Cecil Murphey, Salome Thomas-EL, award-winning educator and the highly-praised author of "I Choose to
Stay," has helped hundreds of troubled children get into magnet high schools, major colleges, and universities. Yet he still finds himself devastated
by the long-ago death of a promising student named Willow Briggs. Salome worked with and consistently encouraged this troubled boy, who
ultimately became one of the school's top chess players and students. But when Willow moved on to high school, he found no real positive
influences. He struggled academically and was murdered on a street corner at the age of sixteen. More than any other factor, Willow's death
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EL movingly describes the methods he has used to help his students succeed. It all started in Vaux Middle School, where he began a chess club to
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