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***x* Excerpt from The Indebtedness of Chaucer s Works to the Italian Works of Boccaccio (a Review and Summary): A Dissertation Presented to the
Faculty of Princeton University in Candidacy for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy The present work has developed from a dissertation on Chaucer
s Indebtedness to Boccaccio in Troilus and Criseyde and the Knight s Tale, which was submitted in April, 1914, to the English Department of
Princeton University as the fulfilment of a partial requirement for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. The dissertation, never separately published,
is now fully incorporated in the present, rather longer, study of the influence of Boccaccio s works over Chaucer s, and herewith makes its first
appearance in print, with its earlier crudities, the writer fears, at times all too imperfectly removed. Very early in my investigation of the Chaucer-
Boccaccio problem | perceived to my regret that | should have more to do than to review and summarize. | saw that it would be my duty, also, to
challenge several of the results of earlier, and very earnest investigation; but, to weigh very critically the results of other s labours, | soon realized
was an inevitable function of scholarship, and so reconciled myself to the role of quasi-iconoclast. It was, accordingly, very much in the belief that
an absolute truth can no more readily be obtained in the field of scholarship than in the field of philosophy, that the present investigation was
undertaken. And the work was pursued only in the hope that an approximate form of truth might be obtained, which might prove of value to
students of Chaucer problems. Were the riddle in the relations...
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