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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 231 x 157 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand

***** This is a joint publication of Floricanto and Berkeley Presses. Los Duros is a destitute colonia suffocating in the brutal heat of the Mojave

Desert. Families must live without running water or electricity as they attempt to survive on the edge of the Salton Sea, a toxic lake where dead fish

rot and poisons pollute the shore. The reality of living in the shanty wastelands of the affluent jewel cities of southern California threatens to destroy
two young men living in desperate poverty and abandonment. On a night of unthinkable violence, Banger and Tarasco will be thrust together as
they confront the tragic circumstances that threatens to claim them as two more squandered casualties to the callous indifference suffered by
those forced to live in the shadows. Guillermo, an idealistic teacher, and Juan, the long-absent father of one of the boys, are desperate to help them
when Banger and Tarasco become suspects in a local arson and double-murder. Los Duros examines the role of fate in the lives of a generation of

forgotten children; can love achieve redemption for a tortured father and raise the hope that origin does not constitute destiny? This is a crucial and
timely story of a place that seems far away, but exists in the darkest recesses of our America and its dissipated dream. In the tradition of Richard
Vasquez and Tomas Rivera, Martinez brings to life the bleak - though not hopeless - world of Los Duros, a colonia of poor Latinos and

undocumented workers located outside the wealth and sprawl of Palm Springs. Following the intertwined lives of four of its residents - a high

school teacher newly arrived from San...
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