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*****. Love is stronger than hate. That was a grieving dad s message to 1,000 people at his daughter s funeral aFer she was brutally murdered in
their home. Borne of this statement was Jessie Blodgett s legacy: The LOVE>hate Project. As I sat there with my face in my hands, asking Him why,
my thoughts traveled forward from the eighth grade musical where Jess debuted her first original composition, Butterflies. I remembered recurring
visions of myself at her funeral with this song playing in the background. I had always dismissed these premonitions as typical parental fears. Every
parent worries about losing their child, right? Then I envisioned an angel coming to Jess in her darkest hour. As the rope bit hard into her neck,
cutting oJ her air, the grip too hopelessly strong for her to fight oJ, as she struggled desperately, bewildered by the betrayal and cruelty of a friend,
the angel came. Out of her body it called her soul. Floating up and away together, the angel whispered in her ear, Fly away, fly high. You re a
butterfly, and butterflies are free to fly. Excerpt But, of course, most of life-the mundane minutes, seconds, and moments-was just normal life. Now,
life would never be normal again, of course. No, it would be a moment-to-moment wrestling match, a constant duel for my attention between the
abyss and the life of purpose. Excerpt Jess was a young woman with an indomitable spirit. She was the girl who ran out into traJic on Highway 60
near Pike Lake to rescue a turtle that wasn t going to make it across the road. She was the...
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