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***x* Excerpt from Tokens of the Divine Displeasure: In the Late Conflagrations in New-York, Other Judgements In the late conflagrations, which

have desolated so large a portion of the city of New-York, a severe judgment of Heaven has been inflicted on that metropolis. That calamitous event
is the latest in a series of tokens of the divine displeasure against this commonwealth. Is there evil in the city and the Lord hath not done it? Such
afflictive dispensations are not some chance that hath happened unto us. Affliction springeth not of the dust. God grieveth not willingly, nor
afflicteth the children of men. If amidst many and abundant demonstrations of Jehovah s goodness to this nation, there have been painful and
heavy visitations, it is because the sins of the people have provoked the divine displeasure. It cannot be unprofitable to investigate the doings of
transgressors, that the Christian observer may discover why the God of heaven pleads a controversy with the land. An humble attempt is made to
do this in the following pages. Soon after the assembling of the Legislature of the State of New-York, in January, 1832, a motion was made in the
house of Asssemblv. to abolish the practice of opening the sessions with prayer to Almighty God. It had been the practice of both houses, soon after
they were organized, to elect as Chaplains, all the regular Clergy of the city of Albany, who were pastors of congregations, to officiate in rotation, in
commencing the daily business by morning prayer. For this service, all the chaplains together, received as a compensation what was equal to the
pay of one member of each house, to...
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