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research project conducted in rural Tamil Nadu with the support of the Indian Council for Social
Science Research on the conditions of the elected women representatives and their performance in
the rural local bodies, specifically on the critical developmental issues. The whole research
investigation was undertaken in the backdrop of the empowerment framework developed by Ruth
Alsop. By using a well constructed interview schedule, data have been collected from the
respondents (Elected Women Representatives). The data, thus collected, have been analysed by
using appropriate statistical tools. From the analysis one could infer the conditions of the elected
women representatives, state of affairs at the institutions of local governance and the problems
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