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*****_Cardinal Consalvi Vatican Secretary of State to Pope Pius VII At the very outset of these memoirs, the cardinal gives us their true and solemn
character. His last will, which accompanies them, and may be considered as a sort of preface, contains the following lines: My heir and trustee, as

well as those who may hereafter take charge of my inheritance, are bound to bestow the greatest care on my personal writings relative to the
conclave held at Venice in 1799 and 1800; to the concordat of 1801; to the marriage of the Emperor Napoleon with the Archduchess Maria Louisa of
Austria; and, lastly, to the papers on different periods of my life and ministry. These five papers, some of which are nearly finished, and the others in
course of preparation, are not to be published before the death of those eminent personages who are mentioned therein. In this way many disputes
may be avoided, for, though utterly unfounded, as my own writings rest on truth alone, still they might injure that very truth, and the interests of

the Holy See, to which | am desirous of leaving the means of repelling any false attack published hereafter on these matters. These memoirs on the
conclave, the concordat of 1801, the marriage, and the ministry, belonging more especially to the Holy See, and to the pontifical government, my
heir and trustee shall present them to the reigning pontiff, and beseech the Holy Father to preserve them carefully within the archives of the Vatican.
They may be of use to the Holy See on many occasions, but more particularly if any future history be published of the events which form the object
of...
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