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*****.Talks continue in the World Trade Organization s (WTO) Doha Development Round of multilateral trade negotiations. The negotiations, which
were launched at the 4th WTO Ministerial in 2001 at Doha, Qatar, have been characterized by persistent diHerences between the United States, the
European Union, and developing countries on major issues, such as agriculture, industrial tariHs and nontariH barriers, services, and trade
remedies. Depending on the outcome, some U.S. industries may gain access to foreign markets, and others may see increased competition from
imports. Likewise, some U.S. workers may be helped through increased access to foreign markets, but others may be hurt by import competition.
The negotiating impasse put negotiators beyond the reach of agreement under U.S. trade promotion authority (TPA), which expired on July 1, 2007.
With the deadline passed, the parties are now attempting to make progress in the negotiations in the hope that the 110th Congress will extend TPA.
During the second half of 2007, the chairmen of the agriculture, industrial, and rules negotiating groups released new draJ texts and revisions to
those texts have been made in the course of 2008. Yet, trade ministers again failed to reach a breakthrough at an eight day negotiating ministerial
held in .
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