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***** From the time that he had first found, himself alone with them, Oliver had felt sure that the animals could come alive again if they wished.
That was one blowy afternoon about a week after his father had been made night engineer and nobody had come into the Museum for several
hours. Oliver had been sitting for some time in front of the Buffalo case, wondering what might be at the other end of the trail. The cows that stood
midway in it had such agoinglook. He was sure it must lead, past the hummock where the old bull flourished his tail, to one of those places where he
had always wished to be. All at once, as the boy sat there thinking about it, the glass case disappeared and the trail shot out like a dark snake over a
great stretch of rolling, grass-covered prairie. He could see the tops of the grasses stirring like the hair on the old Buffalo s coat, and the ripple of
water on the beaver pool which was just opposite and yet somehow only to be reached after long travel through the Buffalo Country. The wind
moved on the grass, on the surface of the water and the young leaves of the alders, and over all the animals came the start and stir of life. And then
the slow, shuffling steps of the Museum attendant startled it all into stillness again. The attendant spoke to Oliver as he passed, for even a small
boy is worth talking to when you have been all day in a Museum where nothing is new to you and nobody comes. You want to look out,...
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